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For Summer Devotions and Reading 


Gems from the Liturgy (Part II) 


August 6 is the feast of the Transfiguration when the splendor of Our Lord’s 
Godhead shone through the veil of His Manhood before the very eyes of the 
privileged disciples. The thoughts, prayers and hymns from the Church’s own 
prayer book given here will prepare you to receive the special graces of this 
glorious feast and of all Our Lord’s feasts from Pentecost to Advent. 96 pages, 
20¢. 


Liturgical Novenas and Triduums for the Feasts of the Blessed Virgin 


August is truly a Mary-month to obtain comfort and consolation for her 
children when we commemorate her titles of “Refuge of Sinners,” “Health of 
the Sick” and “Our Lady of Consolation.” The thoughts, prayers and hymns 
for the feasts of the Assumption (August 15) and the Immaculate Heart 
(August 22) are especially well-chosen to raise hearts and minds to God in 
hope and love. 128 pages, 25¢. 


Eucharistic Miracles 


Thrilling tales of the wonders wrought through the power of Our Eucha- 
ristic King. The faith and devotion of the people who witnessed these miracles 
will deepen your own confidence and love for Jesus in the Most Blessed Sacra- 
ment. 15¢. 


Favors from the King 


Stories of the wonderful graces poured out upon six families in answer to 
their devotion to the Sacred Heart, as told by the late Father Mateo, SS.CC., 
founder of the Enthronement Movement. 15¢. 


All booklets priced as indicated. Postage extra. 


ARY’S Heart burned like the flame of a sanctuary lamp—utterly 
consumed by love of God. Let the steady flame of a CANDLE 
burning before the Blessed Sacrament symbolize your own consum- 
ing love of God. A candle will be burned for a day and a night 
for an offering of 50¢; one week for $3.50; one month for $12.00; 
one year for $144.00. 

Remember your favorite August saints with a VIGIL LIGHT 
burned before their relics in our Relic Chapel: St. Alphonsus 
Liguori, St. Dominic, St. Lawrence, St. Clare, St. Jane Frances de 
Chantal, St. Augustine; or before the shrine of the Infant of Prague. 
A vigil light will be burned for your intention on any day you 
choose for an offering of 10¢. 
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Mary is taken up into heaven: the 
Angels rejoice and praising bless the Lord! 
Graciously vouchsafe that [ may praise thee, O 


holy Virgin! 





Her Glorious Assumption 


HE invocation “Queen assumed into heaven” of the Litany of 
Loreto is an invitation to reflect happily on what this doc- 
trine means to Our Lady and to us. It was the will of God that 
Mary be associated with Christ in the work of our redemption, as 
Eve had been the unfortunate associate of Adam in the work of 
our ruin. Mary was to be the new Eve with Christ, the new 
Adam. By her divine maternity Mary became the true Ark of 
the Covenant, bearing a Son who was the Son of God and who 
established the new and eternal Covenant in His Blood. As the 
Jews of old treated the Ark with the utmost respect and rever- 
ence, so Christ, Mediator of the new Covenant, willed that 
Mary’s body, the true Ark foreshadowed by the wooden Ark of 
the Old Testament, should not undergo corruption but should be 
gloriously assumed into heaven. 

It has been the united tradition of the Fathers of the Church 
and of subsequent theologians that in the passage from Genesis 
3:15, “I will put enmity between you and the woman, between 
your seed and her seed...” a victory over Satan is foretold, and 
that here, however vaguely, we have the Virgin Mary prefigured 
in the splendor of her triple conquest. In the full light of New 
Testament revelation we see Mary, as Christ’s associate in the 
work of our redemption, achieving a special triumph over sin 
through her Immaculate Conception, a special triumph over con- 
cupiscence by her virginal motherhood, and a special triumph over 
death by her bodily assumption into heaven. 

Mary, then, is the new Eve, the true “Mother of all the 
living.” By consenting to become the Mother of Jesus at the 
Annunciation, she consented to become the Mother of all those 
He considers as members of His Body, all whom He brings to 
eternal life. In giving her to St. John, Christ, as He hung dying 
on the Cross, solemnly gave her to each one of us to be our 
Mother, so that each one of us, like the beloved disciple, might 
“take her unto our own.” It is our Mother who is glorified in 
the Assumption, and we share this glory in a beautiful way in her 
person. 

The Assumption tells us of God’s love for us, a love that is 
both present here and now, and eternal. The Assumption is the 
realization of the Covenant God made with the Chosen People 


Aucust — 1961 99 








and with all men. For this mystery shows us the full and perfect 
victory in one human being of the love and mercy of God over 
the powers of evil and the consequences of sin. The Assumption 
is the flowering of the marvelous initial gift of the Immaculate 
Conception. We see in it the model and pledge of what one day 
will be fulfilled in ourselves. For the Assumption confronts us 
with the reminder of how infinitely God loves His poor human 
creatures, how He desires His love and mercy to triumph in each 
of us, that He may exalt us with a like splendor. 

Mary’s Assumption also reminds us that in her, human flesh 
is sanctified, glorified, and becomes a radiant luminous instru- 
ment of the soul. Our bodies are intended to know this glory 
also, but if we degrade them on earth to a subhuman level, they 
will never receive such glorification. The Assumption challenges 
us to fight against all that would degrade us, drag us earthward 
when we should be climbing heavenward, all that would make us 
sensual, greedy, sluggish. The Assumption calls us to purity, 
self-control, gentleness, showing us how a life devoted to the 
doing of God’s will is crowned. In Mary’s own words, the As- 
sumption reminds us that God’s mercy “is from generation to 
generation,” and that we too should “rejoice in God our Savior.” 











B. S. P. A. 


is for 


Benedictine Sister of Perpetual Adoration. 


Young women between 16 and 30 who are 
attracted to our Benedictine Eucharistic life 
of unceasing adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament perpetually exposed, are invited 
to write to: 


Mother Prioress General 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration 
Clyde, Missouri 
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Hail, Holy Queen 


T HERE is a beautiful Marian prayer, dear to the heart of every 
Catholic, which is known from its opening words as the “Hail, 
Holy Queen.” This prayer so well expresses the love, veneration 
and confidence we have for Our Blessed Mother. In it we may 
distinguish a salutation, an acknowledgment of our pitiable con- 
dition as wayfarers on earth, and an earnest appeal for help. 

We begin by saluting Mary as our Queen, our Mother, and 
our steadfast Hope. How these words of affectionate and in- 
timate trust must appeal to the maternal heart of Mary! “Hail, 
holy Queen, Mother of Mercy, our Life, our Sweetness and our 
Hope!” 


Our Queen 


We proclaim Mary our Queen, and we approach her as loyal 
subjects, knowing that, as a Queen enthroned beside her Divine 
Son, she is our all-powerful Advocate with Him. One word from 
her, and our petitions will be granted. “They have no wine” 
(John 2:3). Mary’s glory attained its fulness in her coronation 
as Queen of heaven and earth. The crown she wears is not of 
gold and precious stones. It is delicately woven of those ex- 
quisite virtues with which Mary, in faithful co-operation with 
divine grace, adorned her soul. It is resplendent, too, with the 
homage and glory which she receives as Queen of Heaven. 

The most precious gem in this crown is the honor shown her 
by the Blessed Trinity and the filial love and gratitude Jesus 
pays to her. Indeed, “eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor has 
it entered into the heart of man,” to conceive what the Heavenly 
Father has prepared in the mansions of eternal bliss for His 
Queen-Daughter, the Son for His beloved Queen-Mother, and 
the Holy Spirit for His Queen-Spouse. Mary is Queen of all the 
angels and saints in heaven, and Queen of all the earth as well; 
for as the Mother of God, she is the Mother of all mankind and 
the Mediatrix between the Redeemer and the redeemed. In ad- 
dressing her as our Queen, we contribute a gem toward the crown 
of glory that adorns Mary’s brow, and we do the same whenever 
we pay her filial homage, or imitate her virtues, or, for love of 
her Divine Son, enhance the innocence and purity of our own 
heart. 
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Mother of Mercy 


Dear to her, too, is the title “Mother of Mercy.” Mary is 
a Queen, but—what consolation to know it—a Queen always 
mild and gentle, always willing to confer benefits upon her sub- 
jects. As Mother of Mercy she gave her consent to the Incar- 
nation of Jesus, our Savior, and entered unreservedly into His 
work of redeeming the world. One of her greatest joys in heaven 
is to continue her work as Mediatrix of divine grace, to obtain 
help for sinners, to rescue from evil, immortal souls for whom her 
Divine Son died. The Church encourages us to call her by this 
title, “Mother of Mercy.” The pious and learned Gerson says 
of it: “God’s dominion comprises justice and mercy. He divided 
it, retaining the administration of justice and relinquishing, in 
a certain sense, the dispensation of mercy to Mary by conferring 
through her hands all graces He grants to mankind.” 


Our Life, Our Sweetness and Our Hope 


How many prayers, petitions and thanksgivings ascend daily 
to the throne of this exalted and merciful Queen and Mother! 
Yet there is not a cry of an afflicted, struggling and suffering soul 
that she does not graciously hear. That is why we may always 
approach her with filial trust, conscious of her ardent love even 
for poor sinners like ourselves, and of her great desire to see all 
men saved. We sum up this confidence and trust in those strong 
expressions of daring tenderness: Our Life, our Sweetness, and 
our Hope! 

All over the earth, wherever we cast our glance, in the 
records of the history of past ages as well as those of recent times, 
we find testimony of the graces and benefits obtained through 
Mary’s intercession. So we know that we will not leave her 
throne unheard, and that if what we are asking is not to our 
benefit, she will grant us something better instead. The feasts 
celebrated by the Church in her honor are evidences of the grati- 
tude offered to the Queen of Heaven for the ofttimes miraculous 
delivery from war, pestilence and other great afflictions. Yes, 
she is indeed our Life, our Sweetness and our Hope! 


Poor Exiles 


“To thee do we cry, poor banished children of Eve!” A tale 
of tragedy is compressed into those few words. They sum up all 
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the heavy penalties of original sin, physical ills, mental con- 
fusion and moral weakness which make life a constant struggle 
and a sorrowful pilgrimage. They are an appeal which must 
touch the tender and loving Heart of Mary in a powerful way, 
for by them we remind her that she is the new Eve, the spotless 
and immaculate Mother of all the living, whose role is a role of 
salvation and the uplifting of mankind. We remind her that the 
grace of God preserved her from the sins which have wrought 
such havoc in our own lives. We remind her that she is “blessed 
among women” and ever-beloved by the Lord. And we do not 
doubt that this holy Mother, this second Eve, will hasten to our 
help. 

We continue the picture of our desolation: “To thee do we 
send up our sighs, mourning and weeping in this vale of tears.” 
Mary knows what sufferings of body and soul are found on earth. 
Did she not merit to be called “The Mother of Sorrows” because 
no one ever suffered and sorrowed as she did? She knows that 
there is plenty of cause for us to weep. All around us the forces of 
evil are at work: injustice, impurity, dishonesty, atheism, materi- 
alism, communism, which hold sway over the world; error and 
blatant lies triumph over truth; youth is being corrupted by 
shameless immorality; homes are being undermined by perni- 
cious pagan practices. And we are stumbling along in the mists 
and fogs about us, falling, rising, struggling to reach our heavenly 
home. Oh, how much we need a Mother’s hand to guide us, a 
Mother’s prayers to commend us to God’s mercy! 


Our Most Gracious Advocate 


Though conscious of our miseries, we cry to Mary with eager 
hope and boundless confidence as we conclude our prayer with 
the irresistible plea: “Turn then, most gracious Advocate, thine 
eyes of mercy toward us, and after this our exile show unto us 
the blessed Fruit of thy womb, Jesus!” Thus do we exhibit our 
condition of misery and need to the Mother of compassion and 
mercy, protesting over and over how sadly we stand in need of 
her all-powerful help. We remind her of our sad lot as spiritual 
“displaced persons,” exiles from Paradise, and her own role as 
a “most gracious Advocate.” We tell her of our longing to be- 
hold what is dearest to her, the “blessed Fruit of her womb, 
Jesus.” And then we appeal to her tender mercy in a last fer- 
vent plea: “O clement, O loving, O sweet Virgin Mary!” Surely 
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this will touch the Heart of Mary and will bring her to our side 
to sustain us in our struggles for virtue, to protect us at the 
hour of death, and to lead us safely to our true home above, 
where we shall enjoy forever the Beatific Vision, and enjoy the 
eternal reward merited for us by her Divine Son. 


Two Great Apostles of Catholic Action 


HE influence of one human soul upon another is incalculable. 
The good example of only one individual will bear untold 
fruit. Our every word and action may have tremendous signi- 
ficance in another’s life. Therein lies the power of Catholic Ac- 
tion. Catholic action, Catholic service, Catholic life, is nothing 
new. It has been exerting its power ever since the time Christ 
walked upon this earth, and it will continue to bring forth fruit in 
every age and circumstance. 

Hungary’s first Christian king, St. Stephen, was one of the 
major apostles of Catholic action in his time and country. He 
was a great and wise ruler, great also in humility, with a capac- 
ity to preserve peace in his relationships with others. But we 
cannot admire Stephen’s holy zeal without giving thought also 
to his contemporary, St. Gerrard of Hungary, Bishop and Martyr. 

Gerrard was born in the beautiful city of Venice about the 
beginning of the 11th century. Early in life—some historians 
say in his seventh year—he entered the Benedictine Abbey of St. 
George. He came of an honored and wealthy family, and there- 
fore sacrificed a life of luxury when he embraced the monastic 
life. Under the tutelage of the monks he devoted himself with 
youthful enthusiasm to developing his mind and fructifying the 
gifts God had given him. He nourished in his heart a tender love 
for Christ and spent all his free time in prayer and meditation. 
With humility and simplicity he strove to advance in Christian 
perfection and made great progress. 

When still a young man, Gerrard’s piety and eloquence 
brought him to the honor of being Prior of the monastery. 
Shortly afterwards he asked and received permission to make a 
pilgrimage to the Holy Land; but in the providence of God his 
ship was grounded, and he decided to continue the journey on 
foot. While passing through Hungary he met Bishop Maurice 
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of Pecs and was induced to remain in that country for a while. 

On one of the great feasts of the Blessed Virgin, Gerrard 
was present at the religious ceremonies in which King Stephen 
and his queen, surrounded by their entire court, were taking 
part. He was invited to preach the sermon and made a profound 
impression. Afterwards King Stephen persuaded Gerrard that 
God had inspired him to make the pilgrimage to the Holy Land 
only that he might assist in the evangelization of Hungary. 
Gerrard consented to remain in the country with several Bene- 
dictine companions, but was adamant in his refusal to stay at 
the court. King Stephen appointed him tutor to his son and 
heir, the Archduke Emeric. Finding in Emeric a docile pupil 
who quickly absorbed his studies both in matters pertaining to 
his position and in the knowledge of God and the Christian faith, 
Gerrard made of him a model prince. Though Emeric was to 
die without ascending the throne—being killed while hunting— 
he was destined to be inscribed in the calendar of the saints and 
was canonized by Pope Gregory VII together with his father. 


When Emeric’s education was completed, Gerrard petitioned 
the King and his own monastic superiors to allow him to retire 
into the forest of Bakony. Here he built a tiny hermitage where 
he spent seven years in fasting and prayer, with a single com- 
panion named Maur. At the conclusion of this period of retreat, 
Gerrard came forth to preach the Gospel with great success. He 
was nominated and consecrated a 
bishop for the new Episcopal See 
of Chonad, a small city in which 
two-thirds of the people were pa- 
gan. In less than a year Gerrard 
had converted them all to Chris- 
tianity. His persistent labors were 
crowned with almost equal suc- 
cess in other parts of the diocese. 
Rich and poor, noble and peasant 
alike flocked to seek baptism at 
the hands of Gerrard. But there 
were also those who did not come to him—so he went to them, 
as Christ had done. He was an indefatigable worker and bore 
with patience all sorts of inconveniences and insults. He usually 
traveled on foot, or occasionally in a wagon, occupying himself on 
the road with reading or meditation. 

Among the Benedictines who came to the new diocese with 
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the Bishop, seven knew the Magyar language and taught the 
people. This knowledge of the language undoubtedly helps to 
account for the rapid spread of Christianity. Eagerly seeking 
to prove their loyalty to God and their Bishop, thirty newly- 
baptized converts brought Gerrard their sons in the hope that he 
would teach them and accept them for the service of the Church 
and for ordination to the holy priesthood. Thus originated the 
first Hungarian seminary for secular clergy. 


Gerrard was most firm in his insistence that even the least 
exterior ceremonies be performed with great exactness and deep 
reverence. In this and other respects the holy example of the 
Saint had a more powerful influence over his flock than his most 
moving discourses. Modest, humble and mortified, he seemed to 
possess perfect control over his passions. It is said that once, 
finding a sudden emotion to anger arising in his breast, he im- 
mediately imposed on himself a severe penance, asked pardon of 
the person who had injured him and heaped great favors upon 
him. 

After spending the day in the multiple labors usual to one 
of episcopal rank, Gerrard often employed a good part of the 
night in prayer and penance or sometimes cut down wood for 
the poor. He encouraged all persons to come to him in any dis- 
tress, and made their troubles his own. He is remembered for the 
tenderness and kindness with which he treated the sick and 
afflicted, whatever might be their disease. Often he brought them 

to his own bed and cared for them. 
Dedications of churches, the administra- 
tion of the Sacrament of Confirmation and 
other episcopal duties often obliged him to 
be absent from his residence for an indefinite 
time. Such was his love of retirement that he 
caused several small hermitages to be built 
on the outskirts of towns in different sec- 
tions of his diocese, where he would stay on these occasions. He 
claimed that such solitude and contemplation enabled him to dis- 
charge his pastoral duties with fresh vigor. 

As long as King Stephen reigned, he seconded the zeal of 
St. Gerrard. But Stephen’s nephew, Peter, who succeeded him, 
was a debauched and cruel despot, and inaugurated a persecution 
of the Christians and of the Saint. The seed of the holy Faith 
had been carefully sown by Gerrard and his fellow bishops and 
priests in Hungary. Attacks against it were strongly resisted by 
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the good people, who finally were able to expel Peter in 1042, 
four years after he had come to the throne. However, Abas, a 
nobleman of coarse and savage disposition, seized the power and 
endeavored to have himself crowned by Gerrard. Gerrard re- 
fused and warned the impostor that if he persisted in his sinful 
course, God would soon put an end to both his reign and his life. 
After two years, the faction which had put Abas on the throne 
turned against him and beheaded him. Peter was recalled, but 
banished again after a brief and uneventful reign of twenty-three 
months, in which he made no attempt to continue the persecution 
of the Church. The crown was next offered by the army, which 
had gained the upper hand, to Andrew, son of Ladislas and a 
cousin to St. Stephen, on condition that he would restore idolatry 
and completely banish Christian life. This ambitious prince 
promised to do the will of the army, whereupon Gerrard and 
three other bishops set out on a mission to divert him from his 
sacrilegious engagement. Having arrived at Giod, near the 
Danube, Gerrard celebrated the Holy Sacrifice, and then said to 


his companions: “We shall all suf- 
fer martyrdom today except the yn 
Bishop of Benetha.” They ad- Ww" 
vanced a little farther on their S 

way and were just about to cross 
the Danube when they were set 
upon by a group of soldiers. The 
latter showered Gerrard with 
stones, overturned his wagon, and 
dragged him to the ground. Rais- 
ing himself to his knees, Gerrard 
repeated the prayer of the first 
martyr, St. Stephen: “Lord, lay 
not this to their charge; for they know not what they do.” 
Scarcely had he spoken these words of forgiveness and compas- 
sion for his assailants when one of the men ran a lance through 
him and he died within a few minutes. His body was thrown into 
the Danube. 


Two of the other bishops shared martyrdom with Gerrard, 
as he had foretold, but the new king, Andrew, suddenly appeared 
on the scene and rescued the fourth one out of the murderers’ 
hands. This prince afterwards suppressed idolatry in the country 
and was most successful in driving back invading hosts of Ger- 
mans. Despite his infamous promise in the beginning, he proved 
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himself worthy of wearing the crown of St. Stephen and enjoyed 
a long and prosperous reign. 

Though St. Gerrard suffered martyrdom over nine hundred 
years ago (in 1046), his memory is still preserved throughout 
Hungary; and his image—with a cross, symbol of the Divine Vic- 
tim, in his outstretched hand—instils into the almost-despairing 
hearts of the suffering Hungarian people the undying hope that 
the time will come when once again they may gather in their 
churches to worship God, the immortal and invisible King of the 
Ages. May St. Gerrard, Bishop and Martyr, apostolic envoy of 
Christ the King to the people of Hungary, whose feast is kept on 
August 1, and St. Stephen, the good King of Hungary honored 
by the Church on September 2, be ambassadors of God’s mercy 
and peace to this people in the chains of communism, and restore 
Stephen’s crown, symbol of lawful authority in Hungary, to a 
God-fearing ruler of a free nation. 





Your offerings, whether they be 
a poor man’s mite or a substantial “‘sur- 
prise gift’"—in one amount or over a 
period of time—will help us build a fund 
to bring the permanent convent and St. 
Pius X Chapel of Perpetual Adoration in 
San Diego, California, out of the land of 


dreams and into the realm of reality. 


Every gift wins for you another 
““share’’ in the perpetual prayers offered 
before the Blessed Sacrament exposed in 
our five Chapels of Perpetual Adoration 
and in many other spiritual benefits. 
How many shares do you want? 





Please send donations to: 


Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration 
Clyde, Missouri 
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A High Mountain 


S AN old man soon to suffer martyrdom, St. Peter still re- 
membered vividly the glory that had been the vision of 
Christ’s Transfiguration. Writing probably during his imprison- 
ment in Rome, he spoke in his second Epistle of “the voice we 
ourselves heard... when we were with Him on the holy mount” 
(1:18). Tired as he was, worn out with laboring to establish 
his Lord’s kingdom, that vision of glory on the high mountain 
shone still as a pledge of eternal rest and peace. 

With the Master, the favorite trio, Peter and James and 
John, had climbed some high mountain. It may have been Tabor 
or Hermon towering above Cesarea Philippi. St. Luke notes in 
his account of the scene that Jesus went up the mountain “to 
pray.” And while He prayed, Christ’s face was transfigured. 
Through the lowly appearance of the Carpenter from Nazareth 
the radiance of divine glory shone. His clothing became more 
dazzingly white than any wool-carding process could have made 
it. With Him stood Moses and Elias, the great Old Testament 
figures who represented the Law and the Prophets. Moses, the 
founder of the old Covenant, and Elias, its bold defender, spoke 
to Christ about His “passing,” that is, His Death and Resurrec- 
tion. 

Long ago Moses had led the chosen people out of slavery in 
Egypt into the promised land of freedom and plenty. Elias had 
been the prophet and champion of worship of the one true God, 
in time of persecution and doubt. Their presence with Jesus 
showed the harmony between the Old and the New Testaments: 
Jesus had not come to destroy, but to fulfil, as He Himself had 
said. Moses, the mediator of the former covenant, foreshadowed 
Christ, who was to lead not just the Jews but all mankind out of 
slavery of sin to the eternal promised land. By His Death and 
Resurrection, Christ established the new and eternal Covenant 
in His Blood. 

Seeing Moses and Elias, the dazzled Peter thought that the 
long-promised Messianic kingdom had at last arrived. He pro- 
posed therefore to set up three tabernacles or tents made of 
boughs, like the ones during the joyous autumn celebration of 
the Jewish Feast of Tabernacles. But suddenly a cloud over- 
shadowed the Apostles, that cloud which ever symbolized the 
Divine presence in the Old Testament, and a voice spoke from 
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the cloud: “This is 
My beloved Son: 
hear Him.” The 
same voice had been 
heard at Jesus’ bap- 
tism in the Jordan. 
This time the com- 
mand to hear the 
Son _ was added. 
Then the vision was 
gone again, as sud- 
denly as it had ap- 
peared. The awe- 
stricken disciples 
looked up to see no 
one but “only Jesus.” 


This mystery of 
the Transfiguration 
has much for us to 
reflect on. It is a 
kind of prelude to the Ascension, showing us Christ glorified and 
triumphant, if only for a moment. The trio, Peter and James 
and John, were later to witness Christ’s agony in the garden, 
to see Him fearful, weary, struggling against the horror the 
weight of our sins inspired in Him. They would need the re- 
membrance of this glorified Master to bolster their courage. 
We need it too. In the ups and downs of daily living, in the 
tedium of the daily routine, we need to remember that we are 
following a glorious Savior. Christ is in heaven now with a human 
body like our own. His body knew heat and cold, weariness and 
pain as ours do. Now it is radiant with an eternal glory. Ours 
will share this glory, if they are the patient and faithful instru- 
ments of our doing God’s will on earth. Remembering the Trans- 
figuration, and the joy that it signifies for us, will help us to look 
heavenward, which is to look homeward. It will help us not to 
put obstacles to the work of transfiguration that Christ wants to 
effect in us. Using everything that happens—success and defeat, 
joy and sorrow, work and rest—Christ is shaping us to share His 
glory one day. Like the Apostles on the “high Mountain” let 
us try to see in all these things, no one “but only Jesus.” 
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Sanctity in Death Row 


ODAY you shall be with Me in Paradise.” These words of 

our dying Savior to the Good Thief might well be applied 
also to Elias Joseph Nyirongo, who died on the gallows in the 
central prison of Zomba, Nyassaland, Africa, on July 11, 1951. 
Only 22 years old, he had committed robbery, accompanied by 
murder. 

Committed to the prison on May 20, he was visited by Fa- 
ther Grolleau, the chaplain, the following day. Elias was not a 
Catholic but said that he wished to become one. Since he could 
read, Father Grolleau gave him a catechism. Only five days 
later, the prisoner asked: “Father, when will you administer the 
sacraments to me?” 

“Have you already learned what you must do to receive 
them worthily?” the chaplain asked. 

To all the chaplain’s questions, the young man gave the 
right answers. He also knew by heart all the prayers printed 
in that little book. He had studied very diligently, indeed, dur- 
ing those five days and even far into the night. 

“Why did you commit that crime?” Father Grolleau asked 
him. 

“The devil got hold of me,” he answered, “but after the deed 
my eyes were opened. Then I recognized the monstrosity of my 
sin, and I said to myself: ‘You must atone for this and suffer 
punishment for it.’ So I gave myself up to the police. I have 
confessed everything and denied nothing.” 

Because of his great desire to purify his soul through the 
reception of the sacraments, Father Grolleau granted the pris- 
oner’s request. On June 1, the feast of the Sacred Heart, he 
baptized him conditionally, giving him the name of Joseph, and 
heard his confession. Then the priest said Holy Mass and gave 
Joseph Holy Communion and helped him to make his thanks- 
giving. He gave him a rosary and taught him how to pray it, 
and also provided him with spiritual books. 

From that day on, Joseph spent all his time in prayer and 
reading. He knew that there was only a little time left to him, 
and he wanted to use each moment to purify his soul more and 
more and to bring it nearer to God. He prayed the Rosary at 
least twice each day, and in the evening the two men, priest and 
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prisoner, recited it a third time together. Generally the chaplain 
gave him a little instruction and read something suitable for him 
from a spiritual book. Joseph became very fond of the “Imita- 
tion of Christ” and of St. Alphonsus’ little book, “Visits to the 
Blessed Sacrament.” The Litany of St. Joseph, his patron saint, 
was also very dear to him. 

On Sunday, July 8, Father helped him to gain the Jubilee 
indulgence. On that day the death sentence was read out to 
him: he was to die on the gallows on July 11. Two hours after 
the date of execution had been announced to Joseph, Father 
Grolleau visited him in his cell. Standing outside the door, the 
chaplain could hear him singing, with a voice slightly trembling 
but low and calm. He said to Father, “May God’s will be done. 
I do not fear death.” 

On July 10, Father Grolleau found him very excited. “I 
do not like that at all!” he said. “Yesterday the watchman gave 
me an injection to stun the nerves. I did not want it. Immedi- 
ately my head turned giddy. I could neither sleep nor pray. 
Please tell him not to give me any injections that make the head 
stupid. I wish to have a clear mind until the last, to be able to 
pray and prepare for death.” To an officer who entered he re- 
peated his petition, and added: “For the past two days I get 
better food and drink. But why? If I had gotten that formerly, 
my body would have profited. But now that I have to leave this 
body behind to be buried, why better food? I only want to think 
of my soul and my eternal salvation. Nothing else!” 

The officer promised that his wishes would be respected. 
Father remained with Joseph until 6 P.M. Two hours later he 
returned with two members of the Legion of Mary, who were 
to assist Joseph during his last night. They prayed the Rosary 
with him, sang hymns, and made acts of resignation for the 
acceptance of death. 

Early the next morning, the day set for the execution, the 
chaplain administered the Sacrament of Confirmation to Joseph, 
offered Holy Mass and gave him Holy Communion. During his 
thanksgiving, Joseph, perfectly tranquil, sang his favorite hymn. 

After his refusal of the narcotic injection the day before, 
Father had said to him, “Before execution your hands and feet 
will be bound. Think of our Divine Lord. He too allowed Him- 
self to be bound and crucified to obey His Father’s will. Do the 
same, and do not resist.” Joseph complied very faithfully. 

At the appointed time, the chaplain accompanied him to the 


112 TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


— 


place of execution. He could hear Joseph pray, “My God, help 
me. Jesus, Mary, Joseph...” until the fatal moment when he 
expired on the gallows. 

The following extract from a letter written by the con- 
demned man on the eve of his death reveals his admirable sen- 
timents: 


Dear Friends, 

Listen to the last words which I, Elias Joseph 
Nyirongo, of the Tribe of the Atumbuka, of the Region of 
Rhumpi in Nyassaland, am writing to you. Tomorrow I shall 
meet death. Jesus has said, “Come to Me, all ye who are heavily 
burdened on account of your sins. I will give you courage and 
take away the heavy weight.” I have gone to Jesus, and He has 
helped me through the sacraments of the Catholic Church. On 
May 20 I came to Zomba with the heavy crime in my heart, and 
I met the mercy of God. On June 1, I received the holy sacra- 
ments of Baptism, Penance, and the Holy Eucharist. I am not 
afraid of death, because I have received the holy sacrament of 
Penance that blots out sin and the Holy Eucharist that has sanc- 
tified me. I believe that those who receive pardon here below 
will be pardoned also in the next life. 

On July 8, I was told that I would be executed 
on July 11, and so I know that I shall meet Jesus in Paradise on 
that day. I know that all comes from God. I thank God. May 
His will be done now and always. I thank Father Grolleau, who 
has led me into the Catholic Church and who has administered 
to me the holy sacraments until my death. 

To you all I recommend: Receive the sacraments 
of the Catholic Church, for they are means of eternal salvation. 
I have learned many other things in the Catholic Church, but I 
have no more time to write them down for you. Who has ears 
to hear, let him listen to what I have just said, and one day we 
shall meet again in the peace of the Lord. My friends, my time 


is over. I go. 
Your Elias Joseph 


(From “Echoes from Africa,” June, 1961) 





Spiritual Vitamin for AUGUST 


Blessed be the most loving Hearts and sweetest Names of 
JESUS and MARY! 
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Q Days 
of Special 
Prayer 


August 6 — 14 





The feast of the Assumption, August 15, is a memorial to Our 
Blessed Mother’s incomparable sanctity and dignity, which has exalted 
her to immortal glory. After Jesus, Mary is the joy and gladness of all 
the angels and saints in heaven. Our own hearts thrill in knowing that 
this holy Mother of ours is in heaven, and has not only a loving Mother’s 
desire to help her children, but an unparalleled power to do so. 


Each year after our solemn Novena in honor of her Assumption, 
our friends write to tell us of the wonderful favors received through this 
Novena—graces and cures, hopes fulfilled, and many, many blessings, 
spiritual and temporal. Could it be otherwise when Our Heavenly 
Mother is pleading in behalf of her children? 


Petitions sent to us will be placed on the Altar of Exposition 
during the grace-laden days of this Novena. Besides praying for your 
own urgent and personal intentions, we know you will join us in praying 
for the cessation of world and national conflicts, the furthering of unity 
in religious beliefs, guidance for the Holy Father, Bishops and Priests, 
our President and all civil authorities, increased vocations, and the res- 
toration to the world of the ideal of Mary-like modesty, purity and moral 
integrity. 


May Our Blessed Mother and Glorious Queen shower manifold 
blessings on all who turn to her all-powerful and loving intercession. 


Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration 
Clyde, Missouri 
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Saint John Eudes and the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary 


S!: John Eudes was one of the great saints of the 17th century. 

He was born and lived his life almost exclusively in the north- 
western part of France. The Church reveres him as the Father, 
Doctor and Apostle of the liturgical devotion to the Sacred 
Hearts of Jesus and Mary. He is regarded as “Father” of these 
devotions because he insisted that they be splendidly celebrated 
in the religious Congregations of priests and nuns which he had 
founded. Because he composed the Masses and Offices used in 
their early celebration, he is known as the “Doctor” of the Sacred 
Hearts; and he was the “Apostle” because he did so much to 
spread devotion to the Hearts of Jesus and Mary. 

Although St. John Eudes spread devotion to the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus in the section of France where he lived and 
worked, its fuller propagation was entrusted by the Divine Heart 
to St. Margaret Mary Alacoque. To St. John Eudes, however, 
and to the Congregation of Jesus and Mary, was reserved the 
special privilege of explaining the nature of devotion to the Im- 
maculate Heart of Mary, and of preserving and spreading that 
devotion. Before his time, devotion to the Holy Heart of Mary 
was found only among certain favored souls who had the grace 
to penetrate deeply into the secrets of the life of our Blessed 
Mother. The devotion was not public; it had no special approba- 
tion and no place in the liturgy. As early as 1648, St. John 
Eudes, with the approval of the bishop, had a public feast of 
the Holy Heart of Mary celebrated in Autun, France. Many 
other bishops soon allowed its celebration in their dioceses, and 
in a short time devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus and the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary was drawing souls to a childlike love 
of God and tender confidence in His goodness. 

One of the great works undertaken by St. John Eudes to 
spread devotion to the Heart of Mary was a book of some eight 
hundred pages, entitled “The Admirable Heart of the Most 
Sacred Mother of God.” It was characterized by theological ac- 
curacy and sincere and enthusiastic piety. Always he associated 
the Heart of Mary with the Heart of Jesus, knowing that grace 
made her Heart like that of her Divine Son. In a passage from 
his book we read: “When we honor the Heart of the Mother of 
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God, we honor the Heart that, of all hearts after the Heart of her 
Son, is the most worthy of our admiration; the most perfect; the 
most beloved by God; the most adorned with every kind of vir- 
tue; the most full of grace and love; the Heart that has most ten- 
derness for sinners; that is the meekest, the most compassionate, 
the most merciful, the most charitable, the most beneficent, the 
most amiable. In a word, it is the object that, after Jesus, has 
the greatest charms for heaven and earth.... We should make 
this sacred Heart of Mary the object of our tenderest devotion, 
and pay it all the honor and respect that its own excellence and 
the favors we have received from it, demand of our gratitude and 
love.” 


Devotion to the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
is the synthesis of all Marian devotions, as de- 
votion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus is the basis 
and synthesis of all devotion to the Word In- 
carnate. It is impossible to consider the various 
mysteries of our Blessed Mother’s life and her 
countless privileges without realizing the mag- 
nitude of her love, which is the center and cul- 
minating point of her greatness. This love is 
what is symbolized by her Immaculate Heart. 


Mary’s Heart, in its symbolic and spiritual sense, embraces 
all the complex qualities and faculties, the graces and merits, 
the gifts and privileges showered on her, which make her so 
lovable. Devotion to her Heart is a devotion chosen by God, 
requested by Mary herself, and practiced and taught by the 
saints. It is a devotion of regeneration for the world because it 
is a devotion of reparation and love, which overcomes the tepidity 
of so many and instils a new fervor. It melts the icy coldness of 
souls and warms them with a divine fire. For this reason God 
has deposited in Mary, as in a treasury, the riches of His graces 
and mercies, and has entrusted to her intercession the laws of 
His divine clemency. 


No one can be indifferent to devotion to the Heart of Mary. 
It should be dear to those who seek perfection, and equally dear 
to sinners. The one will find in it the source of inestimable 
graces; the other, the source of perpetual mercy and compassion. 
Mary’s maternal Heart pleads with the offended God and obtains 
reconciliation for her wayward children. Sinners, and the afflicted 
and confused, should turn to Mary, but all mankind also needs 
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the loving and maternal ministrations of her merciful intercession. 

In devotion to the Immaculate Heart of Mary, heaven has 
given us a means to alleviate every want and to heal every wound. 
This devotion is especially needed in the world today. That is 
why our Blessed Mother herself at Fatima, and later in individual 
revelations to Jacinta and Lucy, appealed for a special devotion 
to her Immaculate Heart. According to the Fatima message, 
peace and even the very salvation of the world depend on the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary; for mankind has turned so far away 
from God, Mary must lead souls back to Him if they are to find 
Him again. 

The Immaculate Heart of Mary, as presented to us for our 
love and veneration, is usually associated with three symbols: a 





sword, thorns and flames. The sword represents the immolation 
of the Heart of Mary, which is sacrificed and consumed as a vic- 
tim for us. The thorns represent the wounds which our sins in- 
flict upon her and cause her intense pain. The flames symbolize 
Mary’s intense love for God, which for His sake yearns to in- 
flame the hearts of men, so that, like her, they will love God with 
all their will and all their faculties. All these aspects have a 
deep significance in Marian reparation. Mary’s Heart is an altar 
on which prayers and sacrifices of reparation are placed and of- 
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fered to God, so that they may be pleasing and efficacious in His 
sight. Mary’s immense love and merits make our puny offerings 
and efforts acceptable to Him. Her spiritual riches make up for 
our spiritual poverty. Her immense love enriches our feeble acts 
of love as if to make them pure gold in His sight. 


Our prayers, our works, and sacrifices, when offered to Mary 
and then offered by her to Jesus and the Blessed Trinity, 
acquire great merit by being added to her own merits. As Mother 
of God and Mother of mankind, Mary is linked to her children 
on earth and linked to the Eternal Son of God in heaven, and 
knows how to obtain the cancellation of our debts owing to 
God. 


Our Blessed Mother revealed to Lucy of Fatima that God 
desired the spread of devotion to her Immaculate Heart, and de- 
clared: “I promise salvation to those who embrace this devotion. 
Their souls will be loved by God with a love of predilection, like 
flowers placed by me before His throne.” 


After the terrifying vision of hell given to the little seers, 
Our Lady of Fatima said: “You have just seen hell, where poor 
sinners go. To save them the Lord wishes to establish in the 
world devotion to my Immaculate Heart. If people do what I 
say, many souls will be saved and there will be peace. ...” Again, 
on December 10, 1925, our Blessed Mother appeared to Lucy 
with the Infant Jesus and showed her Immaculate Heart sur- 
rounded with thorns. The Infant Jesus, pointing to it, said, 
“Have pity on this loving Heart, a continual martyr to the in- 
gratitude of men.” Then Mary herself said, “See, my child, this 
Heart of mine surrounded with thorns with which men transfix 
it at every moment with their blasphemy and ingratitude. Do 
you at least try to console me, and announce in my name that 
I promise to assist at the hour of death with the graces necessary 
for salvation all those who on the first Saturday of five consecu- 
tive months go to confession and receive Holy Communion, recite 
the Rosary, and keep me company for a quarter of an hour while 
meditating on the mysteries of the Rosary with the intention 
of making reparation.” 

Devotion to the Immaculate Heart of Mary was the second 
secret of Fatima. The third secret has aroused the greatest curi- 
osity and fantastic conjectures, especially since it was believed it 
would be revealed to all the world in 1960. It is reported that 
Lucy’s letter was in fact opened and the message contained 
therein communicated to the Holy Father. Its contents, 
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however, were not publicly revealed as had been expected. No 
doubt the time was thought inopportune for the revelation of the 
secret, or perhaps the message was not of universal application or 
was an elaboration of the two earlier secrets, and added nothing 
substantially to what is already known. The excessive curiosity 
and weird rumors spread about the secret indicate an unhealthy 
craving for the sensational, and undoubtedly the Holy Father 
and the Bishops hope to focus and concentrate attention on the 
true purpose of our Blessed Mother’s revelation: penance and 
prayer in reparation for the sins of mankind and for the conver- 
sion of the world. 

Let us, on our part, take this message to heart and “go with 
confidence to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and 
find grace for timely help,” as the Introit verse of the Mass of the 
Feast of the Immaculate Heart, celebrated on August 22, en- 
courages us. Let us commend to her the urgent needs of the 
Church, of the world, and of our own country in these critical 
times. Let us go with that enthusiasm and fervor of love which 
characterized her ardent apostle, St. John Eudes, whose feast on 
August 19 comes so near to her own. Who of us does not want 
Mary to be our good Mother in life and death? To realize this de- 
sire, we must strive to conform our own heart to her Immaculate 
Heart, and every day try to discover what we can do to give her 
more honor and love. O Heart of Mary, we give you our hearts. 
Keep them aflame with love for you and with love for God! 








Father Mateo Speaks to Priests on Priestly Perfection 


By Rev. Mateo Crawley-Boevey, SS.CC. 
Translated by Rev. Francis Larkin, SS.CC. 


Newman Company — $3.75 


A stimulating, soul-stirring book for priests, stressing the theme that 
sanctity is within the reach of every priest, and it is the Mass that is 
the powerful instrument of priestly sanctity. Father Mateo conducted 
countless retreats for priests. This book carries not only his message 
to them, but his spirit of intense love for the Sacred Heart and zeal 
for souls. His words are meant to stir all priests to the priestly holiness 
which the dignity, power and mission of the priesthood demand. 
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A Clear Channel 


SMALL barefoot nun who 

died over 700 years ago— 
and the latest model television 
set: what connection could 
these two have? In naming St. 
Clare the patroness of televi- 
sion, the Church reveals a link 
between them, a link that com- 
bines adaptation to modern 
needs and appreciation of the 
past. The immediate reason 
for the choice of St. Clare goes 
back to an incident in her life 
that was confirmed by three 
witnesses during the process for 
her canonization. On Christ- 
mas Eve of 1252, the year be- 
fore she died, St. Clare lay ill 
in the convent of San Damiano 
in Assisi. Unable to attend 
Midnight Mass, she said: “O 
my Lord, behold me, left alone 
in this place with You.” Then 
all at once she heard organ 
music which seemed to come 
from the church of St. Francis, over a mile and a half away. 
Next she saw the Christmas crib in the church and finally wit- 
nessed the whole beautiful Mass of the Nativity, as if it were 
taking place in her little room instead of in the basilica. Several 
such visions seem to make the humble Poor Clare nun the logical 
choice for patroness of television, although there is a delightful 
paradox in the thought of one who hid herself from the world 
being proclaimed the patron of a medium that brings the world 
not only to the door but right into the living room. 

There is more than one reason for this choice of St. Clare. 
Her life reveals characteristics that make her an apt patroness. 
Television is a revolutionary discovery upsetting many old ideas, 
and in her own way St. Clare was also something of a revolu- 
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tionary. She wanted to live in an austerity unheard of for re- 
ligious women until her time. She held out against the persua- 
sions of her family, influential friends, bishops, even the Pope, 
until she finally convinced them all that to live in poverty is 
simply to depend utterly on God’s care, whereas, on the other 
hand, the more possessions we have, the more we tend to depend 
only on ourselves. 


Though she spent most of her life in a cloister, there was 
something adventurous in St. Clare. She shared the chivalry 
and asceticism characteristic of St. Francis. Clare was whole- 
hearted; what she did, she did thoroughly. Born of a noble 
family and reared in luxury, she had nevertheless been noted for 
her love of the poor from her earliest years. It was a common 
sight in Assisi to see the lovely fair-haired girl entering some hovel 
with a basket of food and medicine for the sick. Her parents 
accepted this complacently enough. They had money to spare, 
and to hear their daughter referred to as the “Angel of Assisi” 
did not displease them. It was a quite different matter when 
it came to the choice of a religious vocation rather than a brilliant 
marriage. 

Clare had always wanted more than the trivial pleasures of 
the wealthy in Umbria. When Francis preached a series of ser- 
mons during the Lent of 1212, she found what she had been seek- 
ing. She went to him privately for advice and made up her mind 
that she would lead a life of dedication to God and complete 
poverty, like Francis and his friars. Despite opposition, she clung 
to this decision—and when Clare was determined, opposition 
usually gave way. Even when her parents tried to take her by 
force from the small convent where she had begun her religious 
life, she held on to the altar and could not be moved. In the 
end, her mother, an aunt, and her younger sister all joined her 
in following the Franciscan Rule. 

Her entrance into the religious life marked the foundation 
of a new Order in the Church: the second Order of St. Francis, 
known as the Poor Clares. Then as now the Poor Clares lived 
in poverty and silence, fasting often, praying much, offering their 
lives to God as incense in adoration and reparation. When she 
lay dying after forty years of such life, St. Clare received abso- 
lution from the Pope himself. He gave it with the fervent wish: 
“Would to God I myself had so little need of it!” Two years 
after her death she was canonized and the Church keeps the 
feast of St. Clare on August 12. 
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St. Clare’s name means the “shining one,” and her whole life 
is radiant with those virtues a television-watching world needs 
to remember: purity, poverty, prayerfulness. With her willing- 
ness to learn and to venture, St. Clare would approve of the good 
that television can accomplish. With her poverty and prayerful- 
ness, she would condemn the materialism and selfishness it too 
often preaches. God had given Clare many of the advantages 
extolled on television: beauty, intelligence, wealth. Clare gave 
them all back to Him, laid them at His feet in total surrender. 
It was the Giver she wanted, not just His gifts. May she who 
was such a clear channel of His grace to the world, teach us today 
how to use all His wonderful gifts, all the discoveries and inven- 
tions of science, to reach God and to bring Him to others. 


The Challenge 


T O WORK for God and for Our Lady is to work for the better- 

ment of the world; but it also means to incur the enmity of 
their arch-enemy, Satan, and so to be subjected to various kinds 
of opposition and even persecution. The life of the saint we 
celebrate on the second of this month well illustrates the truth 
of this statement. 


Alphonsus Maria Liguori was on his way to becoming a 
lawyer, with a brilliant future in the world apparently awaiting 
him. On this particular day, Alphonsus was literally “on top of 
the world.” He was sitting in a little cave, overlooking what 
travel folders describe as the most beautiful place on earth—the 
mountain above Amalfi—to which he had come on a two-day 
trip by carriage from Naples. 


As Alphonsus sat in the warmth of the cave, protected from 
the slightly chilly wind behind the mountain, and exposed to the 
warm Italian sun, he must have felt that complete well-being 
which penetrates one in rare moments of complete mental and 
physical rest and contentment. Suddenly the cave was filled with 
a light more brilliant than the sun, and as Alphonsus turned in 
amazement to see whence it came, his senses reeled in rapture 
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and astonishment. There, in the light, stood Our Lady! She 
told Alphonsus that she wanted him to become a priest. He was 
to perform a special work in the great conflict with Satan for the 
salvation of souls. 


Perhaps many would envy St. Alphonsus his great vocation 
—his personal visit from Our Lady. Many would stress that it 
was a “vocation,” rather than a challenge and a call to tremen- 
dous sacrifice in the war between good and evil. But how many 
of us, if we could have foreseen just what that struggle entailed, 
would have welcomed such a call? 


It is true, St. Alphonsus had other visits from Our Lady. 
He was privileged to write a most beautiful book about her 
(“The Glories of Mary”), a book which has awakened love for 
her in the hearts of all who have read it. And he was privileged 
to have Our Lady come for him at the hour of death. 


But who could measure the sufferings which he had to bear 
during his lifetime? How many others there are who have re- 
ceived a similar call, although not perhaps in the brilliance of 
a vision, but at least in the brilliance felt in their own souls, and 
have turned away because of the difficulties! 


It is not a war with physical suffering, though that may also 
be involved, but a relentless war of the spirit. And the main weap- 
ons which Satan uses in this war to strike out against the officers 
and valiant soldiers of Our Lady are contradictions, jealousies, 
suspicions, even betrayal—and most often from people who have 
been called to the same high vocation! After a lifetime of such 
struggles, St. Alphonsus had the crowning crucifixion of being 
put out of the very congregation he had founded, by members of 
that congregation. 


Apostles of Today 


Why then should the apostles of today, of here and now, 
wonder that people who are supposed to be associated with them 
in their apostolic work are sometimes jealous, suspicious, con- 
tradictory, even abusive and treacherous? Our Lord was God, 
and yet one of the twelve whom He had chosen was the arch- 
traitor. Only one of the twelve had the courage to stand beneath 
His Cross. And where Our Lord might have expected the great- 
est co-operation—from the religious institutions of His day—it 
was these very institutions which fought Him and ultimately con- 
nived to put Him to death. 
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Small Bullets 


Usually these attacks—the suspicions, jealousies, opprobri- 
ums—are never very great at one time. They are rather like a 
hail of small bullets, which, kept up constantly, ultimately find 
a vital spot. 

How can this hail of bullets be prevented from taking a 
deadly toll in the apostolate, among the workers in the vineyard, 
the zealous laymen and laywomen who devote themselves to the 
betterment of others? First, a “fox-hole” of humility must be 
dug. This is the securest protection against Satan’s deadly fire. 
Secondly, those who serve in an apostolate—for example, in the 
Legion of Mary or the Society of St. Vincent de Paul—must 
realize that they are engaging in spiritual warfare, and therefore 
when they walk out on the battlefield they should be cloaked 
with the armor of God’s warriors, so graphically described by 
St. Paul in the Epistle to the Ephesians (6:11-17): “Put on the 
armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles 
of the devil. For our wrestling is not against flesh and blood, 
but against the Principalities and the Powers, against the world- 
rulers of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness 
on high. Therefore take up the armor of God, that you may be 
able to resist in the evil day, and stand in all things perfect. 
Stand, therefore, having girded your loins with truth, and having 
put on the breastplate of justice, and having your feet shod with 
the readiness of the gospel of peace, in all things taking up the 
shield of faith, with which you may be able to quench all the 
fiery darts of the most wicked one. And take unto you the hel- 
met of salvation and the sword of the spirit, that is, the word of 
God.” 








From Our Community Chronicle 


Once again a beloved member of our community has been taken 
away by death—Sister M. Flavia Galvin, forty-six years professed, who 
was called to her eternal reward on June 14. Please remember her in 
your prayers. 


June 18 was an occasion of special joy when twelve Sisters who 
have been under perpetual vows for ten years were privileged to be 
consecrated as Virgins in the solemn rite of the Church. His Excellency, 
Bishop Joseph Marling, C.PP.S., of Jefferson City, Missouri, was the 
consecrating prelate, in the absence of our own Bishop. 
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Living Death unto Deathless Life 


A UGUST is an appropriate month for the feast of St. Lawrence. 
It seems very fitting to remember the holy martyr who 
endured being roasted alive during a month when we ourselves 
may imagine that we experience a foretaste of the same kind of 
living death. When the sun bears down with merciless intensity 
and the heat rises up from pavements or fields in hot, humid 
waves, we spontaneously murmur, “St. Lawrence, pray for us!” 
We come to realize in a special way the wonderful power 
of God’s grace which enabled St. Lawrence to bear his horrible 
tortures with such unfaltering patience and tranquillity that he 
seemed rather to enjoy the torments than to fear or wish to 
avoid them. As St. Ambrose observed, “While his body broiled 
in the material flames, the fire of divine love, which was far more 
active within his breast, made him regardless of the pain.” 

The “living death” of St. Lawrence brings to mind what we 
are told the poor souls in purgatory bear during their time of 
purification before entering into the pure joys of heaven. They, 
too, endure their pain with patience and a certain joy, for they 
are assured of their final release. They know their course is set 
irrevocably toward God. But there is one great difference be- 
tween St. Lawrence and the poor souls: he bore his sufferings 
for a short time in this life and they must suffer in purgatory for 
perhaps long, weary hours without measure, as we think of time 
on earth. 

But why? Why should there be a difference? It is true that 
few people are actually roasted alive as was St. Lawrence. But 
surely each of us may claim his quota of opportunities for sacri- 
fice and suffering, great and small. And no one is spared his 
share of trials in this life. We cannot imagine that God would 
send crosses and crowns to some souls and only crosses to others. 
God is the same loving, merciful Father to one as to another: 
He never sends a cross without sending a special grace with it— 
a grace to use the cross as a ladder to mount straight upward 
toward His waiting embrace. ‘My grace is sufficient for thee” 
(2 Cor. 12:9). 

This is the difference, the very big difference, between St. 
Lawrence and the poor souls, between all those sanctified in this 
life and those who must be sanctified in the living death of pur- 
gatory. St. Lawrence made good use of grace by embracing 
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every cross for love of God. He received God’s grace in whatever 
guise it came to him—whether it was in the easy things or in the 
hard, in the happy things or in the sad, in the pleasant things 
or in the very painful. He realized that Calvary and Mount 
Tabor are really the same hill, that hidden in Jesus Crucified is 
the same glorious Godhead that shone through in radiant splen- 
dor on Mount Tabor. (Matt. 17:1 ff.) And he opened his heart 
to receive the imprint of the Divine Image by grace, whether it 
came to him as King or Crucified. In all things he saw but Jesus 
only (Matt. 17:8), remembering that “to as many as received 
Him, He gave the power of becoming sons of God” (John 1:12). 
Remembering in our turn this great promise of Our Lord, 
we would do well to beg St. Lawrence to pray for us “that we 
may be made worthy of the promises of Christ!” Instead of 
complaining of our lot, let us in faith embrace God’s loving provi- 
dence in all events of our life. Let us in love see but Jesus only 
in everyone we meet, whether pleasant or irritating, saying al- 
ways, “My Lord and my God!” 
This short ejaculation is very 
powerful and richly indulgenced 
for aiding the poor souls in purga- 
tory. If recited with faith, love 
and devotion at the elevation of 
the Sacred Host at Holy Mass, we 
may gain an indulgence of seven 
years. And a plenary indulgence 
is granted once a week if so re- 
cited daily, with the additional 
conditions of holy confession, 
Communion and prayers for the 
Pope’s intentions. As we pray for 
the poor souls, we may also hope 
for our own reward: “He who 
sows sparingly will also reap spar- 
ingly, and he who sows bounti- 
fully will also reap bountifully. . . . 
God is able to make all grace abound in you, so that always hav- 
ing ample means, you may abound in every good work.” (Epistle, 
Feast of St. Lawrence.) 





The normal state for Christians is the state of sanctity! 
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Little Lovers’ League 


HERE are two beautiful feasts of our Blessed Mother in August, Little 

Lovers, and you will want to remember her in a special way on both 
these days. The first is the feast of her Assumption on August 15— 
a holy day of obligation. Imagine our Mother’s happiness when God 
called her to the joys of heaven! She must have missed Jesus very much 
after His Ascension, and now on this wonderful feast of her Assumption 
all her loneliness came to an end. Ask her to lead you to heaven, and 
to give you some of her great courage “along the way.” 

The feast of the Immaculate Heart of Mary on August 22 is also a 
beautiful feast. When we think of Mary’s Heart we think of her love— 
her special love for each one of us. She loves us as her own little chil- 
dren and longs to make us holy and happy. And we will be holy and 
happy if we stay close to Mary’s Heart. Let your thoughts and your 
prayers turn often to our Blessed Mother during August. Remember, 
if you stay close to Mary, you will stay close to Jesus. 

August 15 is really a double feast for our Little Lovers, for it brings 
also the feast of St. Tarsicius, one of your special patrons. So you will 
want to honor him too in your Holy Mass and Communion on that day. 
Our little story this month will remind you of the heroic courage of 
your patron and of his great love for Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. 
Ask him to make you strong and brave too, all along life’s way, and to 
help you to love the Blessed Sacrament more and more each day. 


ASPIRATION: Mary, Mother of Jesus, make me pleasing to your 
Divine Son. 


PRACTICE: Make a visit to the Blessed Sacrament every day if 
possible. If you cannot make a real visit by going to church, make a 
spiritual one by stopping for a few minutes to think of Jesus in the 
tabernacle of your church and telling Him that you love Him. 


God’s Hero 


“TARSICIUS!” Sebastian’s voice sounded stern. “Tarsicius, how often 
must I tell you to stop fighting and quarreling in the street?” Loosing 
his grip on Casca, who bounded away, Tarsicius stood facing the soldier. 
“But he called me the son of a slave,” he said, “and I cannot let anyone 
speak ill of my father.” 

Sebastian looked thoughtfully at the boy before him. Then he asked: 
“Tarsicius, have you been to the Circus and to the Arena lately?” 
Tarsicius nodded. “Then you saw the Christians being thrown to the 
wild beasts?” “Yes, and it was a terrible sight, Sebastian; I cannot 
understand the reason for it.” 
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As they walked down the street together, the Roman soldier ex- 
plained the meaning of “Christian” to the boy. Tarsicius listened eagerly 
to the story of the fearlessness and courage of these martyrs. “You 
mean, Sebastian, that they do not deserve these tortures, but bear them 
for the God they worship?” “That is right, Tarsicius, and you must 
learn more about them. But I must be on my way now; I will see you 
another day.” 


The weeks that followed were important ones for the boy. They 
opened up a whole new world to him. And before too long, Tarsicius 
stood beside his father in the catacombs to receive the sacrament of 
Baptism. Tarsicius was happy that day—happier than he had ever been 
in his life. But he was to know still greater happiness. 


One day, not long after his baptism, when he had been at Mass in 
the catacombs with the other Christians, the Bishop turned to the people 
after Mass and asked who would volunteer to take Holy Communion to 
the Christian prisoners who were to die on the morrow. Tarsicius 
stepped forward and said he would gladly do so, if the Bishop thought 
him worthy. The Bishop hesitated, because Tarsicius was so young. 
“Do you know that this is a very dangerous errand?” he asked. “Yes, 
my Father,” answered Tarsicius, “but I am not afraid. Please let me 
go.” “Do you love the Lord Jesus very much, and are you ready to 
suffer and even die for Him, if necessary?” “Yes, my Father, I will 
gladly give my life for Him.” 


So the Bishop wrapped the Hosts in a linen cloth and placed them 
inside a case, which Tarsicius clasped to his heart beneath his mantle. 
Kneeling for a moment to receive the Bishop’s blessing, he hurried on 
his way to the dungeon where the Christian prisoners were waiting to 
receive the Body of their Lord for the last time. 


“Tarsicius!” Casca called out to the hurrying figure. “Come and 
play with us; we need one more to fill in.” “Later, Casca, I cannot stop 
now!” But Casca and his companions did not want to wait. Then they 
noticed that Tarsicius seemed to be hiding something under his mantle, 
and asked him to show it to them. When he refused, they suspected 
that it had something to do with the Christians. “Yes, I just know he’s 
a Christian,” shouted Casca, “and is hiding one of their secrets!” At this 
they set upon him, beating and kicking him till he sank to the ground, 
bleeding from the wounds they had inflicted on him, but he would not 
let go of the precious box he clasped to his heart. 


Just then Sebastian came on the scene, and the boys scattered in 
all directions. Bending over Tarsicius, who was in a dying condition, 
Sebastian asked what had happened. In a feeble voice, the dying boy 
answered: “I was taking the Body of the Lord to the Christians in 
prison. But I cannot go now.... Please see to have It taken to them.” 
Sebastian lifted the boy tenderly in his arms, and in a few minutes 
Tarsicius died, still clasping the Blessed Sacrament with his lifeless 
hands. When the Christians learned what had happened, there was great 
mourning over Tarsicius, but also rejoicing over the brave lad who had 
so courageously given his life for Christ—a martyr of the Blessed Sac- 
rament. The feast of St. Tarsicius is kept on August 15. 
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S.on't Get Lost! 


There is nothing that spoils a vacation more than getting lost on the 
way: all the time and energy wasted, all the fun missed, all the disap- 
pointment and regrets. But stop and think. That is just the way it 
will be—and worse—if you get lost on your way to heaven! 


Here are just the booklets you need to keep you on the right road 
through time, straight to your heavenly destination in eternity: 


FROM EARTH TO HEAVEN 
An overall program of practices that challenge your generosity and 
will help you to develop strong virtues. Also practical advice for 
keeping close to God in all your daily work and play. 


PATHWAYS TO PEACE 
How about a vacation from WORRY? By grace we have heavenly 
peace within our grasp right here on earth, through faith, hope and 
charity. Read how to use these pathways to true, indestructible 
peace of heart. 


PRAYER, THE GREAT MEANS OF GRACE 
Prayer is your moment-to-moment contact with Jesus who first charted 
the road to heaven, and who said, “I am the Way.” This booklet ex- 
plains the necessity of prayer and its powerful effects, while giving 
invaluable aids on how to pray. 


The surest way to heaven is through the Church. You can help others 
to find the true Church with these booklets: 


HOW TO FIND THE TRUE CHURCH 
The distinguishing marks of the true Church are clearly explained 
here and shown to be fulfilled by the Catholic Church. Answers are 
given to such problems as the infallibility of the Pope and holiness in 
and outside the Church. 


DO YOU KNOW THE CHURCH? 
Shows how the Catholic Church is really the one founded by Christ 
and how it continues His mission on earth as teacher, priest and shep- 
herd of souls. Includes a section on the need for both the Bible and 
Tradition in building a sound Faith. 


All booklets 15¢ each. Reduction on quantities. Postage extra. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





Spend August with Mary 


HEART OF OUR MOTHER 
AND QUEEN 
No heart is more tenderly devoted to 
each and every one of God’s children than 
the heart of our Blessed Mother. The beau- 
tiful symbolism surrounding Mary’s Immac- 
ulate Heart will inspire your devotion and 
urge you to a more fervent response to her 
plea for prayer and penance made at Fatima, 
as told in this booklet. 


DEVOTION TO MARY 

What does it mean to be devoted to Mary and how can we prove 
our love for her? You will find the answers to these questions in this 
booklet as well as a description of the rich treasures that await your 
special devotion to her Immaculate Conception. 


TO JESUS THROUGH MARY 

Devotion to Mary leads infallibly to Jesus, as she is our channel 
of graces that lead us to a real union with Him. Also includes an 
explanation of St. Louis de Montfort’s True Devotion to Mary, with 
practices and prayers. 


UNDER MARY’S MANTLE 

In trials and temptations Mary’s arms are ever open to receive 
and protect us, to give us the personal care of her boundless mother- 
love. Read how Mary can help us all through life and especially in 
the hour of death. Gives a consecration of children to Mary. 


COMMUNION DEVOTIONS 
IN UNION WITH MARY 
The ideal prayerbook for fervent hearts who 
long to tell Jesus how very much they love Him. 
Contains Mass devotions, preparations for and 
thanksgiving after Holy Communion, as well as 
devotions for a novena of Communions in union 
with Mary. 


Booklets 15¢ each, postage extra. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration 
Clyde, Missouri 








